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AND CONSERVANCY OF NEW JERSEY

NEW RAMAPO
MOUNTAIN
PRESERVE

We are pleased to announce the
preservation of one of the largest
remaining parcels of privately
owned land in Bergen County.
This 46-acre property will be
owned and managed by The Land
Conservancy of New Jersey as the
new Ramapo Mountain Preserve.

This forested property is adjacent
to the Ramapo County Reservation
and 1s part of a mosaic of 12,000
acres of publicly owned wild lands
in Mahwah, Oakland, Ringwood,
Pompton Lakes and Wanaque. The
new Preserve provides habitat for
rare and endangered species and
features beautiful views of the New
York City skyline.

“We are very excited to complete
another land preservation project
in the Ramapo Mountains, the first
one that we will own and manage,”
said The Land Conservancy
President, David Epstein. “We
could not have completed

this project without our many
wonderful partners, including our
friends at Toyota, who loaned us a
four-wheel drive truck to remove
debris from the property, neighbors
who helped us clean up, and
Mahwah Township, which allowed
us to access their recycling center
for the project. We are deeply
indebted to each of you.”

A variety of partners were
instrumental in helping to plan and
fund this important acquisition.
Funding was provided by the New
Jersey Green Acres program and
the Bergen County Open Space
Trust Fund as well as the New
York-New Jersey Trail Conference,
Fyke Nature Association and The
Land Conservancy. Private funding
was provided by donors Robert C.
Ross and Rod Ryan, which was
crucial in helping complete the
transaction.

“It is interesting to note that this
property is near the old Hoeferlein
Trail between New Jersey’s
Ringwood State Park and the
Ramapo Torne in Harriman State
Park. In addition to acquiring a
beautiful tract of land, we expect
to use this parcel to resurrect the
decades-old route between New
Jersey and New York,” said Ed
Goodell, Executive Director of

the New York-New Jersey Trail
Conference. “I would like to thank
Bergen County for their generous
contribution to this effort and of
course the New Jersey voters who
have consistently voted to support
open space funding for acquisitions
such as this.”

The Land Conservancy will work
closely with our partners at the
Trail Conference to develop a
parking area and hiking trail

that will provide visitors the
opportunity to connect to a vast
network of trails in New Jersey
and may one day connect over the
border to Harriman State Park in
New York.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

June 26, 2016, was the day that an agreement was
finally reached on how to spend the funds that New
Jersey voters overwhelmingly approved in a 2014
referendum dedicating a portion of the Corporate
Business Tax (CBT) for open space preservation. The
Land Conservancy worked with our friends in the
conservation community and our members to lobby
the legislature tirelessly for the past two years to
develop legislation that would fund Green Acres, farmland and historic
preservation from CBT revenues and ensure that they would not be
diverted to other purposes. Our efforts paid off. For the first time in six
years, a steady stream of new state funding will now flow to help us
preserve the lands we all love.

During the past two years, the Governor wanted “flexibility” to spend
the funds to pay state park service employee salaries and on specific
programs, instead of setting funding levels for the Green Acres,
farmland and historic preservation programs in advance. The Land
Conservancy worked hand in hand with Keep It Green, a coalition of
180 conservation, farmland and historic preservation groups across the
state, to convince the legislature that the CBT funds should be dedicated
only for preservation purposes and the funds should be released now.

Our efforts resulted in the legislature developing the “Preserve New
Jersey Act,” which properly dedicated the CBT funds and received
overwhelming bipartisan support. After the Governor vetoed the

; legislation for a second time, we focused on legislators who we believed
 President: Da cinstem ; . would support an override of the veto to honor the will of the voters.
Vice President, Programs: 3&1’!3&1‘&‘ He&km‘i Davis  We wrote op-ed pieces, letters, met with legislators directly, developed a
 Development Director: Christi Kobus Rokicki  petition to the Governor, and helped our members and supporters make

De%bpmemgcgvemmww Rh@dwmmrp‘ _ thousands of calls to their elected officials.
GXS Manager Ken Fang ~
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The result of the Preservation Act will make $140 million in new state
open space funds available this fall and will allow many towns to

get back to work preserving open space. It will also enable The Land
Conservancy to begin planning for new acquisition projects to leverage
these funds to protect the many outdoor places that make New Jersey
special. June 26 will now be remembered as the historic day that
preserving our outdoor heritage mattered once again.

Thanks to each of you who signed the petition, wrote letters and called
your legislators. You can be proud that your actions made a difference,
and you will be able to see the results in beautiful lands preserved for the
rest of your lives and for generations to come.
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David Epstein, President
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Twin Brook Farm, a 22.5-acre hay farm
located in White Township in Warren
County is now preserved!

Twin Brook Farm was purchased from
Butch and Myrna Shoemaker, local farm
historians who are dedicated to keeping
farming alive in White Township. Butch
grew up farming this very tract with his
father, and he has spent his adult life slowly
buying back the family farm after his father
was forced to sell.

“Thanks for the great job you did on
preserving our farm. I started in business at
the age of 18 and I am now 73, so I have had
many employees over the years and know

a lot about people skills. Aaron kept me

up to date at all times through the process
and was always there for any questions I
had,” said Butch Shoemaker regarding The
Land Conservancy’s Land Preservation
Specialist, Aaron Cela.

The purchase of Twin Brook Farm will
encourage the survivability of productive
agriculture in White Township, Warren
County and the state as a whole. This

farm will also act as an impetus to hearten
preservation efforts in this part of the
township. We are currently working with the
Shoemakers to preserve another two farms
that they now own through the Non-Profit
Acquisition Grant Program.
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MEET OUR
SUMMER INTERN
GLASS OF 2016

BRIAN CAYCHO
RUTGERS UNIVERSITY ‘17

Brian prepares grant proposals
for the application process,
drafts articles for The Land
Conservancy’s periodicals

and facilitates event logistics.
As an outdoors enthusiast, he
has a special interest in land
conservation. Brian plans to
work in government relations to
politically promote sustainability
practices.

Since 2000, we have hired over 60 interns from colleges and
universities throughout the country. An internship is-an ideal way
for a student or recent graduate to gain experience in their desired
sector. Through hands-on work, our interns learn the fundamentals
of planning, conservation, and land stewardship while growing
professionally and personally. Collectively, our interns represent a
diverse range of talents, abilities, backgrounds, interests and fields of
study with a shared enthusiasm for environmental well-being.

SAM ROSEN
GOLUMBIA UNIVERSITY '15

Sam works on updating municipal
open space and recreation plans.
He views interning here as an
opportunity to focus entirely on
his home state. He is excited to
begin working on the Delaware
River Watershed Initiative, where
he will assist in writing a plan for
the NJ Highlands Cluster. In the
future, he would like to promote
land conservation with a focus on
preserving natural resources.




SUSSEN COUNTY OPEN SPACE
AND RECREATION PLAN UPDATE

The Sussex County Open Space and Recreation Plan is a strategic
document which uses water quality modeling to identify lands whose
protection and management is vital to the sustainability of the county’s
water resources.

Over a third of Sussex County is in public ownership, and the Plan
categorizes land for three main purposes: protection, trail connectivity
and expansion, and stewardship. By focusing on these three aspects of
conservation and stewardship, the Plan details Sussex County’s strategy
to safeguard natural, cultural, recreational and aesthetic values found
within it.

Each town in Sussex County was involved in the development of the
report. The County Open Space Committee and The Land Conservancy
met with each community and hosted public meetings to determine local
priorities for open space.

Originally produced by The Land Conservancy in 2003, a major change
for the program is the increased interest in public land management

and stewardship. Nearly every town that participated voiced concern
regarding the management of public and private lands. The Plan is being
presented to the Board of Chosen Freeholders on July 27, 2016.

The 2016 update was supported through the Open Space Institute’s Delaware
River Watershed Protection Fund which seeks to ensure abundant, clean
water within the 13,000-square mile drainage of the Delaware River. The
fund is made possible with a lead grant from the William Penn Foundation.

“The Land Conservancy appreciates the support of the William Penn
Foundation and the Open Space Institute in the development of the Plan
Update for Sussex County,” states Barbara Heskins Davis, Vice President
of Programs. “Over 75 percent of voters in Sussex County supported

the renewal of the County’s Trust Fund in November. This plan is an
opportunity to guide the future direction of the county’s open space
program for county residents.”

MVIORE PARK PARCELS FOR OAKLAND

7 In June, we closed on another Roosevelt
Boulevard property in Oakland Borough.
The .209-acre lot contains a home that will
be demolished and added to the Truman
Field Park expansion project. With our
assistance, the Borough is purchasing
flooded homes, demolishing them and
adding the parcels to the adjacent park,
thus removing vulnerable people from harm’s way and creating public
access to the Ramapo River. This lot is the fifth closing in the ambitious
Roosevelt Boulevard Park Expansion Project.




THE 5" ANNUAL PEDAL
FOR PRESERVATION A
SUGCESS!

Our fifth annual Pedal for Preservation on June

18 welcomed over 450 riders of all ages and
abilities! Teams, families and friends gathered

to explore one of New Jersey’s most scenic rail-
trails through picturesque Long Valley, and helped
support our efforts to preserve and protect New
Jersey’s natural land and water resources.

Riders enjoyed breakfast and bike checks at West
Morris Central High School in Chester before
hitting the Columbia Trail and were welcomed

at the finish line with a barbecue lunch and live
music from Last Kall Band.

Pedal for Preservation is our largest grassroots
fundraiser and helps us to protect New Jersey’s
clean water supplies, rolling farmland vistas,
natural wildlife habitats and remaining forested
mountains for clean air, hiking, and recreation. It
was a successful day for us, raising over $40,000
to help continue our efforts to preserve and protect
New Jersey’s treasured open space.

We appreciate our sponsors and supporters
without whom this event would not be

possible. We thank everyone who rode, created a
fundraising page and volunteered. Support from
this event is essential for our continued success in
making our state a better place to live. Together
we are making a difference!

To donate, please go to tlc-nj.org/ride




The Land Conservancy’s
team, the Highlands
Hawks, identified 146
species in the Annual World
Series of Birding! Armed
with binoculars and spotting
scopes, the team combed the
state with one objective in

i s mind: identifying as many
species of birds as possible in a 24-hour period.

This is the 20th year that we have participated in this
event sponsored by the New Jersey Audubon Society.
It helps focus attention on New J ersey’s strategic
importance to migrating birds and helps organizations
like ours raise funds to protect natural habitat.
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Thanks to their tireless work, over $ 12,000 was raised
to date through pledges from members and supporters
of The Land Conservancy. These generous donations
will allow us to continue our efforts to preserve open
space lands and protect water resources in New J ersey.

“We ended up with 146 species with Piping Plover
being the last new addition at Stone Harbor Point after
an hour-long thunderstorm. Our favorite moments
came when we got to watch the shorebird banding
crew in action at Reeds Beach. They even let us
handle a few Red Knots and Sanderlings as well. We
picked up Red Knot, Sanderling, Ruddy Turnstone,
Dunlin, Spotted Sandpiper, and our only Surf Scoters,
Black Scoters, and Ring-billed Gull for the day while
there,” said Stephen Kloiber of the Highlands Hawks.

REGSSTRMM | OPEN FOR 2016 GRAY CUP GOLF CLASSIC

Join us for the 8th Annual Gray
Cup Invitational Golf Classic to
be held on Monday, September
19, 2016, at the exclusive
Somerset Hills Country Club in
Bernardsville.

Enjoy a fantastic day of golf at a widely-acclaimed
venue while helping The Land Conservancy of
New Jersey continue its state-wide, award-winning
programs in land preservation, stewardship and
education.

The cash prize for the 2016 Hole-in-One Contest is
$35,000 in honor of The Land Conservancy’s 35 years
of preserving and protecting land.

The Gray Cup Invitational Golf Classic is named in
honor of dedicated conservationist C. Graydon “Gray”
Rogers for his many years of service to The Land
Conservancy of New Jersey, including 10 years on the
board of trustees and three years as chairman of the
board.

Check-in for the event begins at 10:00 AM, and the
cost for an individual player is $600.00, which covers
greens fees, cart, lunch, cocktail reception, buffet
dinner, and multiple course contests, including the
Hole-in-One. There are many other opportunities to
participate, including foursome packages and business
sponsorships.

For more information, go to tic-nj. org/golf



19 BOONTON AVENUE
BOONTON, NJ 07005  css¥on
PH: (973)541-1010 . OB ;
FAX: (973)541-1131 i
TLC-NJ.ORG

THE LAND CONSERVANCY

OF NEW JERSEY

T6 P = AUTO**3-DIGIT 078

Nonprofit Organization
U.S. Postage PAID

West Caldwell, NJ 07006
Permit No. 921

TOWNSHIP OF MOUNT OLIVE MUNICIPAL CLERK

204 FLANDERS-DRAKETOWN ROAD

PO BOX 450
BUDD LAKE, NJ 07828-0450

Office Velunieers:
Judith Brown
Carol Lomuscio
Ann Weissenburger

Memorial Gifts:
_ In memory of

Rosalie Lavinthal

Roberta Dyrsten

Pedal for Preservation
Committee: ;
Sherri Albrecht
Tom Armstrong
Judith Brown
wow

_ Sarah Downing

: ?;‘Z;igimg . A}fbnsgg'alcg .

. QiexHandin

_ Melissa Meggiolaro g oper pryndman

_ StephenNoble  Robort Mancinelli

- Inﬁkmemoiy of Cf@fford Mileg ; |
Dm0 YRR
Jassn Eveleth - . REI .

~ Foundations:
 ADPFoundation

. William Pttt

syl il heep b bl gl ptp e

10 OUR GENEROUS SUPPORTERS AND VOLUNTEERS!

Christie Whitehouse

Baker Streot Trust
 Johanette Wallerstein

Printed on recycled paper

PLANNED GIVING:
LEAVING A LEGACY GIFT

Leave a lasting legacy of open
land, clean water, and preserved
habitat. Name The Land
Conservancy of New Jersey in
your will through a bequest or
as a beneficiary through other
planned giving and ensure we
pass this legacy down to future
generations.

We hope you will think of us as
you review your real estate plan.
By making a planned gift, you
will join other visionary donors
who are helping to secure the
future of precious lands and
water for all to enjoy.

To make sure your goals for your
gift are achieved, please contact
Christi Kobus Rokicki, our
Director of Development, at
973-541-1010 ext. 25




