Gouveia, Susan

From: Lashway, Lisa

Sent: Monday, June 08, 2015 12:50 PM

To: Canning, Sean; Gouveia, Susan

Subject: FW: NJDEP Press Release - New Tunnel for Wildlife Road Crossing
Attachments: Bedminster wildlife crossing -- P53.pdf

Lisa Lashway

Mt. Olive Twp. Clerk
973-691-0900 Ext. 7291
FAX 973-691-2080

PO Box 450

Budd Lake, NJ 07828

From: Rogers, Joseph [mailto:Joseph.Rogers@dep.nj.gov] On Behalf Of Randazzo, Cindy
Sent: Monday, June 08, 2015 11:36 AM

To: Randazzo, Cindy

Subject: NIDEP Press Release - New Tunnel for Wildlife Road Crossing

Dear Municipal Clerk:
Please see the attached NJDEP Press Release regarding the new wildlife tunnel in Bedminister.
If you have any questions please contact me directly.

Sincerely,

Cindy W. Randazzo

Director

Office of Local Government Assistance

New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
401 E. State Street

P.O. Box 402

Trenton, NJ 08625-0402

Office: 609-633-7700



Cell - 609-575-3806
email: cindy.randazzo@dep.state.nj.us

www.nj.gov/dep/

NOTE: This E-mail is protected by the Electronic Communications Privacy Act, 18 U.S.C. Sections 2510-2521. This E-Mail and its contents may be Privileged &
Confidential due to the Attorney -Client Privilege, Attorney Work Product, Deliberative Process or under the New Jersey Open Public Records Act. If you are
not the intended recipient of this e-mail, please notify the sender, delete it and do not read, act upon, print, disclose, copy, retain or redistribute it.



IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Caryn Shinske (609) 984-1795
June 4, 2015 Lawrence Hajna  (609) 984-1795
www.nj.gov/dep Bob Considine (609) 292-2994

NEW UNDERGROUND TUNNEL TO HELP WILDLIFE CROSS ROAD UNVEILED IN
BEDMINSTER
UNIQUE PASSAGEWAY WILL PROTECT SMALL MAMMALS FROM COLLISIONS WITH
VEHICLES

(15/P53) TRENTON - Crossing a busy road in Bedminster is about to get much easier for
turtles and other small mammals, now that a new underground wildlife passageway is open in the
township, the Department of Environmental Protection’s Division of Fish and Wildlife
announced today.

For years, numerous turtles, frogs, snakes and other
small mammals have been killed along a section of
Bedminster’s River Road in Somerset County, a main
corridor that runs parallel to the nearby Raritan River
and links Central New Jersey’s busy Route 202 and
Interstate 78. Consequently, the DEP has taken steps to
protect the wildlife in this area by installing a first-of-
its-kind tunnel system to help these animals cross River
Road safely.
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“One of our missions is to ensure the sustainability of New Jersey’s many wildlife species,” said
David Chanda, director of the Division of Fish and Wildlife. “This innovative tunnel project will
help facilitate movement of wildlife successfully across the road, truly a win-win for both
wildlife and people.”

Bedminster’s wildlife tunnel and the fencing surrounding it came about from a statewide project
known as Connecting Habitat Across New Jersey (CHANJ), which helps conservationists and
planners identify important movement corridors for wildlife and how to help animals move about
more freely.



The DEP approved permits for the project in 2012 as part of a larger plan to enhance recreation
opportunities on township land in Bedminster. The DEP, township and project partner New
Jersey Audubon Society worked together to develop and complete the $90,000 project, which
was paid for by the township.

Stretching 2,000 feet on each side of River Road, angled, wooden fencing steers wildlife into one
of five tunnels, designed specifically for animal crossings. The concrete tunnel entrances, which
measure roughly 2 feet high by 2 feet wide, span underground across the width of the two-lane
road. A mulch substance lines the bottom of each tunnel to mimic a natural surface, and a grated
top allows light and moisture to seep into the tunnel’s interior — important features for the turtles
and frogs that will move through them.

“The wildlife tunnels in place now, along with fencing that will guide animals to the tunnels,
offer a long-term solution to minimizing the number of animals being killed along this section of
road,” said Brian Zarate, senior zoologist with the Division of Fish and Wildlife’s Endangered
and Nongame Species Program. “While this program is designed around the state-threatened
wood turtle, a wide variety of animals will be able to use the same structures to safely move back
and forth.”

Animals move around for many reasons, particularly feeding,
breeding or migrating. As a result, they need to be able to move
safely through the landscape to find food, mates and protection.
Without that ability, certain animal populations can become
disconnected, isolated, and over time, dwindle, be listed as
endangered or threatened, or ultimately disappear.

Bedminster Mayor Steve Parker is pleased the crossing is open
for wildlife use.
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“We are pleased to have completed this project in support of the
Department of Environmental Protection,” Parker said. “We are
happy the project was completed effectively with local resources, at a reduced cost to the

taxpayer, and we certainly hope it is successful in protecting wildlife species along River Road.”

The River Road project is the first in the state to incorporate all of the modern design features of
emerging “road science,” according to the Endangered and Nongame Species Program. Using
GIS mapping and on-the-ground surveys of wildlife mortality, staff have identified several other
priority road-crossing areas that would benefit from tunnels and fencing.

Several scientific studies have shown that well-designed and well-placed wildlife passageways
are extremely effective at reducing the number of animals killed on roadways. Montclair State
University faculty and students have begun a study at the River Road site to determine the
tunnels’ effectiveness in reducing wildlife-vehicle collisions and maintaining or restoring
movement corridors for wildlife.



“Reconnecting our fragmented landscapes will allow us to realize the potential of our conserved
lands to restore and secure our wildlife heritage for generations to come,” said David Jenkins,
chief of Fish and Wildlife’s Endangered and Nongame Species Program. “A changing climate
that will require wildlife to move and adapt to shifting habitats adds urgency to putting solutions
like this one at River Road ‘on the ground.””
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