Melissa Velez-Morales

From: Masser, Michelle

Sent: Wednesday, June 08, 2016 2:20 PM
To: Harris, Laura

Ce: Melissa Velez-Morales

Subject: FW: NJDEP Press Release - Cheesequake State Park Kayak Tours
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Correspondence

Michelle Masser

Township Clerk

Mount Olive Township

PO Box 450

204 Flanders Drakestown Road
Budd Lake, NJ 07828
clerk@ntolivetwp. org

973-691-0900 X7291

From: Rogers, Joseph [mailto:joseph.Rogers@dep.nj.gov] On Behalf Of Randazzo, Cindy
Sent: Wednesday, June 08, 2016 1:27 PM

To: Randazzo, Cindy <Cindy.Randazzo@dep.nj.gov>

Subject: NJDEP Press Release - Cheesequake State Park Kayak Tours

Dear Municipal Clerk:

Please see that attached NJDEP Press Release concerning the kayak eco-tours available at
Cheesequake State Park.

If you have any questions, please contact me directly.

Sincerely,

Cindy W. Randazzo

Director

Office of Local Government Assistance

New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
401 E. State Street

P.O. Box 402

Trenton, NJ 08625-0402

Office: 609-633-7700

Cell - 609-575-3806

email: cindv.randazzo@dep.nj.gov

www.nj.gov/dep/




NOTE: This E-mail is protected by the Electronic Communications Privacy Act, 18
U.S.C. Sections 2510-2521. This E-Mail and its contents may be Privileged &
Confidential due to the Attorney -Client Privilege, Attorney Work Product, Deliberative
Process or under the New Jersey Open Public Records Act. If you are not the intended
recipient of this e-mail, please notify the sender, delete it and do not read, act upon,
print, disclose, copy, retain or redistribute it.



IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Lawrence Hajna  (609) 984-1795
June §, 2016 Bob Considine (609) 292-2994
Caryn Shinske (609) 984-1795

CHEESEQUAKE STATE PARK KAYAK TOURS OFFER CLOSE-UP VIEWS OF A
SPECIAL ECOSYSTEM

(16/P55) TRENTON — The New Jersey Division of Parks and Forestry has launched a kayaking
eco-tour program that gives participants a close-up perspective on the ecosystems of
Cheesequake State Park, a unique oasis of coastal marshes and forests tucked away amid heavily
developed Middlesex County.

“Led by a park naturalist, these kayak eco-tours enable visitors to gain a much fuller
understanding of this beautiful and ecologically diverse park,” said Division of Parks and
Forestry Director Mark Texel. “You don’t need a
lot of experience, just a bit of stamina, to explore
by kayak some of the things that make this place
so special — Raritan Bay salt marsh ringed by
forests of white cedars and red maples,

grasslands alive with songbirds and, perhaps most
important, solitude.”

Kayak tours are $15 per person. Available dates
include Saturday, June 18; Saturday, June 25;
Saturday, July 2; Sunday, July 10; Saturday, July
23; Sunday, July 31; and Saturday, August 6.

Pre-registration is required by calling (732)
566-3208. You will be asked to process your payment through the park office by calling
(732) 566-2161. Payment is not refundable unless severe weather forces cancellation. Call
the park office a day ahead to check the weather forecast.

Kayaks are provided by the park. Experienced paddlers may bring their own kayaks (canoes are
not permissible when park boats are fully booked). Participants must be at least 14 years old,
able to swim, and in good physical condition as they will be required to sit upright in the kayak
for long stretches.



Each tour begins at 9:30 a.m. and ends around 1
p.m. Availability may be limited. You will be
required to pay the park vehicle entrance fee.

The tours are led by park naturalist Jim Faczak,
who will provide fascinating insights into salt
marsh habitats, birds, animals and history.

“What’s particularly fascinating about
Cheesequake is that the Garden State Parkway
effectively bisects it, with thousands and thousands
of motorists speeding by these marshes, perhaps without a second glance,” Faczak said. “But get
down into a kayak, eye level with the marsh and just inches above the water, and your
perspective of the natural world suddenly comes into sharp focus. I can think of no better way to
appreciate this park than on the water.”

The kayak tours provide close-up views of fiddler crabs, shrimp, sea pickles, mussels and
perhaps even pelicans and osprey, also known as fish hawks. There are even occasional sightings
of bald eagles.

When you’re done kayaking, you may want to consider hiking the park’s network of trails, or
using the specially designated White Trail, open to
both hikers and mountain bikers. The park’s
campground offers more than 40 tent and trailer
sites for those interested in making a weekend of
their kayak tour. Same-day walk-in reservations are
accepted, depending on availability.

If you’re bringing your own kayak, it must arrive at
the park maintenance lot no later than 8:30 a.m. A
park truck will transport it to the launch point. Tours
leave at 9:30 a.m. from the crabbing bridge. (Follow
the signs to the lake and park at the lot near the
pavilion; facing the lake, the bridge is at the right
end of the lot.) Plan to arrive at the crabbing bridge no later than 9:15 a.m.

You are required to bring at least two bottles of water. It is also strongly recommended that you
bring a lunch and snacks, sunscreen, bug repellant, rain gear, towel to sit on, dry sack or plastic
bag to store personal items, polypropylene cord to lash the bag to the kayak, laminated ID, and

spare car keys. Wearing jewelry is not recommended.

You should wear sneakers, synthetic clothing (which dries more quickly if wet), hat, sunglasses
and eye-glass retainers. Open-toe sandals, flip-flops, jeans, and hiking boots are not
recommended. Smoking and pets are not allowed. Restroom facilities are not available on the
tour route.

For more information on Cheesequake State Park, including driving directions, coordinates, a
park map, and information on campsite reservations, visit:



www.nj.gov/dep/parksandforests/parks/cheesequake.html

For a DEP feature story and gallery of photos on experiencing Cheesequake by kayak, visit:
www.nj.gov/dep/daw/cheesequake/

HitHt



