¢

Melissa Velez-Morales

From: Masser, Michelle

Sent: Friday, May 27, 2016 8:49 AM
To: Harris, Laura

Cc: Melissa Velez-Morales
Subject: FW: Go Smart! May 2016
CORRESPONDENCE

Michelle Masser

Township Clerk

Mount Olive Township
PO Box 450

204 Flanders Drakestown Road

Budd Lake, NJ 07828
clerk@mtolivetwp. org
973-691-0900 X7291

From: TransOptions [mailto:info=TransOptions.org@mail55.us4.mcsv.net] On Behalf Of TransOptions
Sent: Thursday, May 26, 2016 5:01 PM

To: Masser, Michelle <clerkmichelle@mtolivetwp.org>

Subject: Go Smart! May 2016
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Memorial Day Weekend May Be Most Daneerous For Motorists Since 2009

TransOptions Celebrates 15 Years of Junior Solar Sprints

Honoring its tradition of promoting sustainability and alternative energy education, TransOptions
proudly hosted its 15th annual Junior Solar Sprints (JSS) competition. Following five days of
divisional races, awards were presented to the Inter-County Final JSS winners held on May 23,

20186, at Ridgedale Middle School, Florham Park.




Millennium Pigeon from Warren Township Middle School emerged victorious as the Overall
Winner from a crowded field of 72 model racing cars. In addition to individual awards, Millennium
Pigeon earned possession of the JSS Solar Cup for one year until it is passed to next year's
winner, The overall winner's school name, Warren Township Middle School, will be engraved on

the trophy.

The Inter-County Final races wrapped up months of effort by teams of middle school students
who designed, built, documented and raced their solar-powered model racing cars en route to
the championship. Participating teams earned a right o compete by winning in one or more
categories at the five divisional races held last week.

Students competed in the categories of Speed, Engineering, Craftsmanship and Best Use of

Recycled Materials. Each team was also required to submit a Progress Journal that

documented the history of their car from concept through design, development and testing.
Immediately following the races, awards were presented to each student on the winning teams.

To see the complete list of the Inter-County Final winners, please click |




JSS is a hands-on program introducing students to alternative energy science and engineering
aligned with STEM (science, technology, engineering and math). The competition has grown in
size and scope reaching 65 schools and nearly 5,000 students from an expanding geography
that includes Bergen, Essex, Hunterdon, Morris, Somerset, Sussex, Union and Warren counties.

Support from sponsors helps to defray the cost of materials and enables TransOptions to
continue offering JSS at no cost to students, their teachers, paren{s and school districts.
TransOptions gratefuily acknowledges Alcoa Foundation, FirstEnergy Foundation, The Provident
Bank Foundation, Thorlabs, 3M and Pitsco Education for their continued sponsorship. A

dedicated group of volunteers lend their time and talents to support the growth of JSS as judges

and repair table mentors.

For more information and to learn how to participate in JSS next year, contact TransOptions’
Environmental Education Coordinator, Kristen Tomasicchio at (973) 267-7600 or

Klomasicchio®@ TransOplions.org.
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Highlights from Junior Solar Sprints
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Drivers May Face Deadliest Memorial Day Weekend Since 2009

According 1o the National Safety Council (NSC), troubling estimates come as traffic fatalities
show no signs of slowing. The NSC estimates 439 people may be killed and an additional 50,500
will be seriously injured in motor vehicle crashes during the three-day Memorial Day holiday
period. If the estimate holds, this will be the deadliest Memorial Day holiday since 2009, when

462 Americans were killed on the nation's roadways, according to federal data.

The estimate comes as traffic fatalities continue to trend upwards. In February, NSC released its
preliminary estimates showing motor vehicle fatalities had increased 8% in 2015 compared to
2014 — the largest year-over-year percentage increase in 50 years. Memorial Day also marks the
unofficial start of summer, which always is a dangerous time on the roads. More than 9,570
people died on our roads in 2014 from May 24 and Aug. 31.

"As Americans gear up for the most carefree months of the year, we cannot take our safety for
granted,” said Deborah A.P. Hersman, NSC president and CEO. "Driving is one of the riskiest

things we do every day. Engaging our defensive driving skills and staying alert can mean the

difference between attending cookouts and family parties or spending the evening at the

emergency room or worse."
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NSC believes the spike in fatal car crashes is due in part to an improving economy with lower
gas prices and lower unemployment rates. Certain crash factors, such as speeding and alcohol,

are more common during the summer, too.

To help stay safe on the roads this summer, NSC recommends:

Making sure every passenger buckles up every trip; NSC estimates 104 people could be
saved this Memorial Day holiday if they buckle up

Designating an alcohol and drug-free driver or arranging alternate transportation

Getting plenty of sleep and taking regular breaks to avoid fatigue on long trips

Never using a cell phone behind the wheel, even hands-free

Staying engaged with your ieens' driving habits. An NSC survey found many parents are
more inclined to loosen household driving rules during the summer.

Learning about your vehicle's safety systems and how to use them; MyCarDoesiWhat? can

help drivers understand the ins and outs of features such as adaptive cruise control,

automatic emergency braking, blind spot warning systems and backup cameras

Be careful on the roads and enjoy a happy and safe Memorial Day weekend!
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2 Ridgedale Avenue
Suite 200
Cedar Knolls, NJ 07927
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