Melissa Velez-Morales @

From: Masser, Michelle

Sent: Monday, May 16, 2016 3:33 PM

To: Harris, Laura

Cce: Melissa Velez-Morales

Subject: FW: NJDEP Press Release - DEP Proposes Rule to Close Diamondback Terrapin Harvestion
Attachments: Diamondback Terrapin Rule -- P42.pdf

Correspondence

Michelle Masser
Township Clerk

Mount Olive Township
PO Box 450

204 Flanders Drakestown Road

Budd Lake, NJ 07828
clerk@mtolivetwp. org

973-691-0900 X7291

From: Rogers, Joseph [mailto:Joseph.Rogers@dep.nj.gov] On Behalf Of Randazzo, Cindy
Sent: Monday, May 16, 2016 2:26 PM

To: Randazzo, Cindy <Cindy.Randazzo@dep.nj.gov>

Subject: NJDEP Press Release - DEP Proposes Rule to Close Diamondback Terrapin Harvestion

Dear Municipal Clerk:

Please see that attached NJDEP Press Release concerning DEP’s proposed rules to close all the
harvesting of Diamondback Terrapins in New Jersey.

If you have any questions, please contact me directly.

Sincerely,

Cindy W. Randazzo

Director

Office of Local Government Assistance

New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
401 E. State Street

P.O. Box 402

Trenton, NJ 08625-0402

Office: 609-633-7700

Cell — 609-575-3806

email: cindv.randazzo@dep.nj.gov

www.nj.gov/dep/




NOTE: This E-mail is protected by the Electronic Communications Privacy Act, 18
U.S.C. Sections 2510-2521. This E-Mail and its contents may be Privileged &
Confidential due to the Attorney -Client Privilege, Attorney Work Product, Deliberative
Process or under the New Jersey Open Public Records Act. If you are not the intended
recipient of this e-mail, please notify the sender, delete it and do not read, act upon,
print, disclose, copy, retain or redistribute it.



IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Contact: Lawrence Hajna  (609) 984-1795
May 16, 2016 Bob Considine (609) 292-2994
Caryn Shinske (609) 984-1795

CHRISTIE ADMINISTRATION PROPOSES RULE TO CLOSE ALL HARVESTING
OF DIAMONDBACK TERRAPINS
HARVEST BAN DESIGNED TO PROTECT COASTAL TURTLE SPECIES WHICH IS
EXPERIENCING POPULATION DECLINE

(16/P42) TRENTON - Due to continued pressures on northern diamondback terrapins in coastal
areas of New Jersey, the Department of Environmental Protection has proposed regulations to
close all harvesting of the species, Commissioner Bob Martin announced today.

“We know that this species, which holds a special place in the hearts of residents of coastal areas
as well as visitors, faces many threats and has been declining in numbers for many years now,”
Commissioner Martin said. “Banning all harvesting is the right thing to do to ensure future
generations can continue to enjoy seeing diamondback terrapins in the wild.”

The rule proposal, which appears in today’s
New Jersey Register, will close the harvest
season for diamondback terrapins
indefinitely. The proposal, which will be
open to public comment and a public
hearing, follows two partial season closures
ordered by Commissioner Martin after the
discovery of massive harvesting of terrapins
to meet market demands, primarily in Asia.

The diamondback terrapin is the only species
of turtle that lives in the brackish waters of
New Jersey’s coastal marshes and estuaries. It is slow to reach sexual maturity, and few of its
offspring survive their first year due to predation from birds, animals and fish.

Some of its biggest challenges have also been from people hitting them with cars as they cross
roads, from habitat loss, drowning in crab traps, and from people who keep them as pets.

In the past, commercial harvesting of terrapins was very limited, the season running from
November 1 through March 31 and conducted by small numbers of harvesters using hand
methods. But in 2013 one harvester took more than 3,500 terrapins from two locations in



southern New Jersey, using a commercial crabbing dredge, and sold them to an aquaculture
facility in Maryland.

A joint investigation by the DEP’s Division of Fish and Wildlife and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service determined that this facility used the terrapins harvested in New Jersey to raise 14,000
terrapins for sale to overseas markets.

“That incident was really a wake-up call, making us realize just how vulnerable this species had
become,” said Division of Fish and Wildlife Director David Chanda. “We have plenty of
observational and anecdotal evidence that the species has been in decline. We need to take a step
back and get a better handle on the measures that will be needed to restore this species.”

The DEP’s Division of Fish and Wildlife has also been working with the New Jersey Marine
Fisheries Council, as well as neighboring states, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and other
terrapin experts to develop management strategies to enhance protection of diamondback
terrapins in order to sustain the species in New Jersey.

Although the diamondback terrapin has not been listed as threatened or endangered in New
Jersey, it is considered a species of special concern. As part of the state’s recovery effort, the
DEP will be assessing populations, ecological data, and habitat needs as it develops management
strategies.

Diamondback terrapins, so named for the diamond-shaped patterns on its shell, are more closely
related to freshwater turtles than marine turtles, and spend their entire life cycle in coastal
marshes. They are an important part of the ecosystem, feeding on snails that can overgraze marsh
grasses, leaving them barren mudflats.

They can be found in all types of coastal habitats, including the lower Hackensack River,
Newark Bay, Raritan Bay, the numerous coastal estuaries along the Atlantic seaboard such as
Barnegat Bay and Great Bay, and Delaware Bay and its extensive wetland areas.

To view or download a copy of the rule proposal, visit: http://www.nj.gov/dep/rules
A public hearing on the proposal will be 6 p.m. Monday June 13 at the Stafford Township
Municipal Building, 260 Bay Avenue, Manahawkin.

Comments will be accepted for 60 days following publication in the New Jersey Register and
may be submitted electronically to www.nj.gov/dep/rules/comments. Written comments may be
mailed to:

Alice A. Previte, Esq.

Attn: DEP Docket No. 03-16-04

Office of Legal Affairs

Mail Code 401-04L

401 East State Street, 7" Floor

Trenton, NJ 08625-0402

For more information on diamondback terrapins, including a range map, visit:
http://www.conservewildlifenj.org/species/fieldguide/view/Malaclemys%20terrapin%20terrapin/
Hi#




