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Melissa Velez-Morales

From: Masser, Michelle
Sent: Tuesday, May 10, 2016 2:28 PM
To: Harris, Laura

Cc: Melissa Velez-Morales

Subject: FW: NJDEP Press Release - Unique Effort to Preserve a Historic Tree in Perth Amboy
Attachments: Perth Amboy Elm Tree - P37.pdf
Correspondence

Michelle Masser

Township Clerk

Mount Olive Township

PO Box 450

204 Flanders Drakestown Road
Budd Lake, NJ 07828
clerk@mtolivetwp. org

973-691-0900 X7291

From: Rogers, Joseph [mailto:Joseph.Rogers@dep.nj.gov] On Behalf Of Randazzo, Cindy

Sent: Tuesday, May 10, 2016 1:28 PM

To: Randazzo, Cindy <Cindy.Randazzo@dep.nj.gov>

Cc: Rogers, Joseph <Joseph.Rogers@dep.nj.gov>; Fenderson-Singh, Nateshea <Nateshea.Fenderson-Singh@dep.nj.gov>
Subject: NJDEP Press Release - Unique Effort to Preserve a Historic Tree in Perth Amboy

Dear Municipal Clerk:

Please see that attached NJDEP Press Release concerning the Joint Effort between NJDEP and USDA
to preserve a 200 year old tree in Perth Amboy.

If you have any questions, please contact me directly.

Sincerely,

Cindy W. Randazzo

Director

Office of Local Government Assistance

New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
401 E, State Street

P.O. Box 402

Trenton, NJ 08625-0402

Office: 609-633-7700

Cell — 609-575-3806

email: cindy.randazzo@dep.nj.gov

www.nj.gov/dep/




NOTE: This E-mail is protected by the Electronic Communications Privacy Act, 18
U.S.C. Sections 2510-2521. This E-Mail and its contents may be Privileged &
Confidential due to the Attorney -Client Privilege, Attorney Work Product, Deliberative
Process or under the New Jersey Open Public Records Act. If you are not the intended
recipient of this e-mail, please notify the sender, delete it and do not read, act upon,
print, disclose, copy, retain or redistribute it.



IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Caryn Shinske (609) 984-1795
May 10, 2016 Lawrence Hajna  (609) 984-1795
www.nj.gov/dep Bob Considine (609) 292-2994

UNIQUE EFFORT BETWEEN DEP, USDA UNDER WAY TO PRESERVE HISTORIC
TREE IN PERTH AMBOY, MIDDLESEX COUNTY
ENGLISH ELM’S SEEDS TO BE SENT TO COLORADO REPOSITORY FOR CRYOGENIC
STORAGE, GENETIC RESEARCH TO ENSURE SPECIES’ SURVIVAL

(16/P37) TRENTON — A Department of Environmental Protection program that identifies
redevelopment opportunities in New Jersey’s urban centers, is looking to the future to preserve
an important part of Perth Amboy’s history — a 200-year-old English elm tree in front of City
Hall, Commissioner Bob Martin announced today.

In February, a representative with the DEP’s
Community Cooperative Initiative (CCI), who
was working with Perth Amboy on various
redevelopment projects, became curious about
the aging and ailing tree and took it upon
himself to begin researching ways to preserve
it. CCI works to identify and promote
environmental protection and redevelopment
projects, as well as improve the quality of life
in Camden, Perth Amboy and Trenton.

“Perth Amboy’s English elm tree is a testament
to New Jersey’s rich history, and a symbol of
both strength and pride when communities take
care of our precious natural resources,”
Commissioner Martin said. “It is heartening to
know that the combination of caring and
determination, coupled with today’s science
and technology, may be able to help save this
species of tree and ensure its survival for
generations to come.”

After hearing about the tree’s history and value to Perth Amboy, Bill Lindner, DEP’s CCI Lead
for Perth Amboy, contacted representatives with DEP’s Historic Preservation Office and State



Forestry Services to see what could be done to preserve the tree. The tree is well past its
maximum life span of 125 years and is in the last years of its life.

DEP’s Forestry Services contacted the U.S. Department of Agriculture and is now working with
the National Center for Genetic Resources Preservation to collect seeds from the tree. The seeds
will be sent to a USDA repository in Fort Collins, Colorado, where they will be cryogenically
stored for 100 years. Genetic research and engineering also will be done to determine how to
make this tree species and others resistant to disease.

The English elm has a storied history. Perth Amboy resident
Thomas Mundy Peterson became the first African-American to
vote in the United States, on March 31, 1870, after the 15"
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution granting African-American
men the right to vote was ratified a day earlier. Mundy
reportedly had stood under the elm tree before entering Perth
Amboy City Hall to vote in a local election.

In addition to standing witness to both national and state history through the centuries, this
majestic elm has withstood the forces of nature. It has fought off disease multiple times, and
survived heavy damage after the Perth Amboy City Hall roof blew off during Superstorm Sandy
in October 2012 and hit the tree, requiring the removal of some branches.

The historic elm is a source of pride for Perth Amboy, said Mayor Wilda Diaz. In 2013, the city
solicited an expert to access the tree and propose measures to preserve it. With support from the
public and City Council, almost $9,000 in City funds were used to help stabilize the tree and
extend its life expectancy by as much as nine years.

“The City of Perth Amboy holds many historic
treasures, from the Carnegie Library to the Ferry
Slip, and our English elm tree stands to
complement the oldest municipal building in
continuous use in the nation, City Hall,” Mayor
Diaz said. “I am pleased to know that this natural
piece of history has a chance at revival, because
it’s certainly worth saving.”

Even with the USDA’s involvement, DEP will
continue pursuing all options to save the tree’s
genetic history. Tree samples will be taken to the
New Jersey State Forest Nursery in Jackson in an attempt to produce offspring from cuttings and
seeds.

“This elm tree has been in Perth Amboy for many and we understand its significance to the
community and state,” said John Sacco, Assistant Director of Parks and Forestry/State Forester.
“We are dealing with a very old tree and are trying as many options as possible to do everything
we can to preserve it, which is why this collaboration with the USDA is so vital. New Jersey’s
trees not only provide us with shelter and wildlife habitat, often, as in Perth Amboy’s case, they
can be the focal points and sources of pride for our communities.”



The role of CCI in Perth Amboy, as well as in Camden and Trenton, uses a single DEP point of
contact to bring innovative solutions to these urban centers’ complex environmental
challenges. In 2013 the Christie Administration, with partner agencies in Camden, launched a
series of projects to address environmental, health and quality of life issues. The success of that
program led to the August 2015 creation of the Community Collaborative Initiative and
expansion to include Perth Amboy and Trenton.

For more information about New Jersey State Forestry Services, including the New Jersey Forest
Nursery in Jackson, visit: www.forestnursery.org

For more about the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s National Center for Genetic Resources
Preservation, visit: www.ars.usda.gov/main/site main.htm?modecode=30-12-30-05

To learn more about the City of Perth Amboy, visit: www.ci.perthamboy.nj.us/
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