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Melissa Velez-Morales

From: Masser, Michelle

Sent: Friday, April 29, 2016 2:10 PM

To: Harris, Laura

Cc: Gouveia, Susan; Melissa Velez-Morales

Subject: FW: DEP Press Release - Volunteers Join Forces to Post Signs as Part of Enhanced
Enforcement Effort for Wharton State Forest

Attachments: Wharton Sign Posting -- P30.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

Correspondence

Michelle Masser
Township Clerk

Mount Olive Township
PO Box 450

204 Flanders Drakestown Road

Budd Lake, NJ 07828
clerk@mtolivetwp. org

973-691-0900 X7291

From: Rogers, Joseph [mailto:Joseph.Rogers@dep.nj.gov] On Behalf Of Randazzo, Cindy

Sent: Friday, April 29, 2016 1:38 PM

To: Randazzo, Cindy <Cindy.Randazzo@dep.nj.gov>

Subject: DEP Press Release - Volunteers Join Forces to Post Signs as Part of Enhanced Enforcement Effort for Wharton
State Forest

Dear Municipal Clerk:
Please see that attached NJDEP Press Release regarding the posting of signs in Wharton State Forest.
If you have any questions, please contact me directly.

Sincerely,

Cindy W. Randazzo

Director

Office of Local Government Assistance

New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
401 E. State Street

P.O. Box 402

Trenton, NJ 08625-0402

Office: 609-633-7700

Cell — 609-575-3806

email: cindy.randazzo@dep.nj.gov




www.ni.gov/dep/

NOTE: This E-mail is protected by the Electronic Communications Privacy Act, 18
U.S.C. Sections 2510-2521. This E-Mail and its contents may be Privileged &
Confidential due to the Attorney -Client Privilege, Attorney Work Product, Deliberative
- Process or under the New Jersey Open Public Records Act. If you are not the intended
recipient of this e-mail, please notify the sender, delete it and do not read, act upon,
print, disclose, copy, retain or redistribute it.



IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Lawrence Hajna (609) 984-1795
April 29, 2016 Bob Considine (609) 292-2994
Caryn Shinske (609) 984-1795

VOLUNTEERS JOIN FORCES TO POST SIGNS AS PART OF ENHANCED
ENFORCEMENT EFFORT FOR WHARTON STATE FOREST
RECREATIONAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL GROUPS TEAM UP TO HELP PROTECT
AGAINST ILLEGAL OFF-ROAD VEHICLE USE

(16/P30) TRENTON — Volunteers from various recreational user and environmental groups
Jjoined together today to post signs at entrances to Wharton State Forest as part of an enhanced
effort by the Department of Environmental Protection’s State Park Service to enforce protection
of natural resources from illegal off-road motorized vehicle use.

The effort, taking place today and tomorrow,
involves dozens of volunteers who have
participated in a public outreach process
spearheaded by the DEP to balance multiple
recreational uses and protection of
environmentally sensitive areas in the 125,000-
acre state forest.
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The signs alert the public that the state forest’s
vast network of unimproved roads is being
actively patrolled by law enforcement and that
anyone caught leaving these roads and damaging
natural resources is subject to fines and potential
impoundment of their vehicles.

Volunteers, assisted by State Park Service
personnel, are helping to erect the signs in a
symbolic gesture demonstl atmg that Wharton’s resources can be protected through cooperation
while supporting a wide variety of activities, including hiking, canoeing, bicycling, horseback
riding and recreational motorized use, said DEP Commissioner Bob Martin.

“We recognize the need for more enforcement at Wharton State Forest to ensure that motorized
vehicles are used legally and without damaging ecological resources,” Commissioner Martin
said. “Today’s sign posting is another key step in communicating our increased enforcement
efforts, with concentrated sweeps of the forest to follow. I thank our volunteers today who



appreciate Wharton and share a common desire to see the unique natural resources found here
protected.”

Taking part in the sign-posting effort are members of the Pinelands Preservation Alliance, Jeep
Jamboree USA, the Jersey Off-Road Bicycle Association, the Outdoor Club of South J ersey,
South Jersey Geocaching and Open Trails New Jersey.

Violations can carry a fine starting at $250, plus costs to restore damaged natural resources.
Vehicles may also be impounded, which could increase overall motor vehicle violation costs to
more than $900. Since Feb. 20, State Park Police have issued more than 100 citations under
motor vehicle code and State Park Service rules for illegal off-roading and ATV use at Wharton.

Commissioner Martin stressed that the DEP
is working cooperatively with state, county
and local law enforcement to ensure clear
and consistent enforcement of statutes that
prohibit the destruction of environmentally
sensitive areas and require proper registration
and enforcement of all motor vehicle
regulations.

“I’ve been using the forest for 34 years, so |
want to help,” said Dave Dempsey, an Atco
resident and member of Open Trails New
Jersey. “I look at this as my back yard and I
want to take care of my back yard.”

In all, 65 signs are being placed at various entrances to the state forest, many of which are sand,
dirt or gravel roads that plunge deep into pine forests and take visitors to secluded streams and
rivers, cedar swamps, and sites of long-gone settlements.

As part of the DEP’s comprehensive enforcement effort, a special unit of the State Park Police
has been formed to focus on preventing illegal off-roading in Wharton. This unit, in cooperation
with other law enforcement agencies will be conducting enforcement “sweeps™ in the near
future.

Environmentally sensitive areas that have experienced significant damage are also being posted
with signs as being off-limits to motorized vehicles.

The State Park Service will also continue to work to repair and improve roads that have become
deeply rutted by misuse of off-road vehicles, causing vehicles to get stuck and creating
significant access problems for first responders, including New Jersey Forest Fire Service
personnel.

“We are in the process of finalizing a comprehensive road repair plan to address those areas that
are most in need to ensure the safety of our visitors,” said State Parks and Forestry Director Mark
Texel. “This will help all users continue to have access to their favorite parts of Wharton.”



Sprawling over much of Burlington County and parts of Camden and Atlantic counties, Wharton
State Forest provides habitat to some 300 bird species, nearly 60 reptile and amphibian species
and some 850 species of plants, including wild orchids, sedges, grasses and insect-eating plants,
some unique to New Jersey’s Pinelands.

The extensive network of unimproved roads in Wharton State Forest was built primarily in the
18th and 19th centuries to connect villages which supported a variety of industries, including
ironmaking, glassmaking, timber and agriculture. The State Forest is visited by some 700,000

people annually.

For more information on Wharton State Forest, as well as summaries of stakeholder sessions,
visit: http://www.state.nj.us/dep/parksandforests/parks/wharton.html.
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