Gouveia, Susan

From: Lashway, Lisa

Sent: Wednesday, April 22, 2015 12:39 PM

To: Canning, Sean; Gouveia, Susan

Subject: FW: NJDEP News Release - Earth Day Op-Ed
Attachments: Earth Day Message - P35.pdf

Lisa Lashway

Mt. Olive Twp. Clerk
973-691-0900 Ext. 7291
FAX 973-691-2080

PO Box 450

Budd Lake, NJ 07828

From: Joseph Rogers [mailto:Joseph.Rogers@dep.nj.gov] On Behalf Of Cindy Randazzo
Sent: Wednesday, April 22, 2015 12:20 PM

To: Cindy Randazzo

Subject: NIDEP News Release - Earth Day Op-Ed

Dear Municipal Official:
Please see the attached NJDEP News Release concerning The Earth Day Op-Ed regarding Environmental Stewardship.
if you have any questions, please contact me directly.

Sincerely,

Cindy W. Randazzo

Director

Office of Local Government Assistance

New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
401 E. State Street

P.0. Box 402

Trenton, NJ 08625-0402

Office: 609-633-7700



Cell — 609-575-3806
email: cindy.randazzo@dep.state.nj.us

www.nj.gov/dep/

NOTE: This E-mail is protected by the Electronic Communications Privacy Act, 18 U.S.C. Sections 2510-2521. This E-Mail and its contents may be Privileged &
Confidential due to the Attorney -Client Privilege, Attorney Work Product, Deliberative Process or under the New Jersey Open Public Records Act. If you are
not the intended recipient of this e-mail, please notify the sender, delete it and do not read, act upon, print, disclose, copy, retain or redistribute it.



IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Bob Considine (609) 292-2294
April 22,2015 Lawrence Hajna  (609) 984-1795
www.nj.gov/dep Caryn Shinske (609) 984-1795

EARTH DAY OP-ED
FUTURE OF ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP LIES IN ITS YOUTH
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
COMMISSIONER BOB MARTIN

(15/P35) TRENTON — Today marks the 45" anniversary of Earth Day, an important day
commemorated by events that remind us of the importance of protecting our planet and its
natural resources — not just for today, but for future generations.

We know our resources are not limitless. And that they are fragile. New Jersey for years has had
a strong environmental ethic, even paving the way for much of the country. This is especially
evident in our schools, where students and faculty are spearheading recycling efforts and energy
conservation initiatives such as rain gardens and solar panels. They are also planting native
vegetation and making innovative uses of technology to find new ways to conserve and protect.

In my nearly 5-1/2 years as Commissioner of the Department of Environmental Protection, I
have been impressed and encouraged by the many efforts highlighted throughout Earth Week to
promote the protection and improvement of our air, water, land and natural resources. Many of
these are endeavors that take place throughout the year and, in small ways or big ways, improve
our quality of life here in New Jersey.

This year, I am committing to visiting students throughout the state to see what efforts they’re
making to protect the environment. I'm also making these visits to engage them on thinking of a
future that includes environmental stewardship — not only as a lifestyle, but also as a way to have
a rewarding career.

For many students, I’'m happy to say it won’t be a hard sell. At the East Brunswick Vocational
and Technical School, one of four schools to earn a New Jersey Green Ribbon designation this
year, I was presented a solar analysis project and given a tour of the school’s green lab,
greenhouse and garden. At the Joyce Kilmer School in Milltown, I was shown the school’s
garden and courtyard rain garden.



At the Williamstown Middle School in Monroe Township (Gloucester County), I'm seeing first-
hand how students commit themselves to the Community of Caring Gardens environmental
program. These impressive young people are creating gardens for native species, growing
vegetables for the community, improving recycling efforts and making rain barrels to reduce
erosion and recycle rainwater. I was very happy to announce this program as a Governor’s
Environmental Excellence Award winner in December.

And at the STEM-to-Civics College Preparatory School in Trenton, I’m meeting students from
its environmental science classes who already know the importance of combining science with
civic engagement.

This is just a small sampling of tremendous environmental efforts in schools throughout the state
all year, just as a matter of course and routine. And it’s very encouraging to see. What I am
imparting to these students this week is the importance of continuing environmental stewardship
throughout their young lives, into adulthood and to think about the possibility of careers in
protecting the environment. Just as there will always be a need for environmental protection,
careers dedicated to these protections are just as evergreen.

Here at DEP, there is tremendous career diversity to fulfill the core environmental missions we
have put forth. Our employees have committed themselves to cleaner air as we continue to take a
tough stand on pollution from out-of-state power plants while ensuring our in-state facilities
meet the toughest emissions controls, all while moving our power supply to cleaner burning
natural gas and supporting a strong and nation-leading solar program. Thanks to this work, New
Jersey meets the EPA’s health-based standard for fine particles, a pollutant that can cause serious
health problems, especially in vulnerable populations.

Our staff has remained aggressive in making sure thousands of contaminated sites, from big
industrial sites to small gas stations, are cleaned. We are doing this through the successful
Licensed Site Remediation Professional Program, which also offers many opportunities for
careers.

We are also meeting Governor Christie’s commitment to restoring Barnegat Bay throughout a
science-based comprehensive plan which will announce important scientific findings later this
year. Some work with counties to protect hundreds of thousands of acres of ecologically
sensitive areas through improved wastewater management planning. Others work for the
protection and improvement of our vast network of State Parks and Forests.

And our Division of Fish and Wildlife has been working tirelessly to protect the habitat of
numerous animals, from bald eagles and red knots, to the eastern tiger salamander and the
Atlantic Coast leopard frog, a species that until recently was not even known to live in New
Jersey. And we’re finding it all over the place.



For our DEP employees, these missions come amid challenging fiscal times. But for many, their
hard work and commitment to these missions are borne out of that initial passion and interest in
protecting the environment as students.

So on this 45" anniversary of Earth Day, I hope we can continue to find our environmental
stewards and leaders of tomorrow — for the good of the environment, for the good of their own
future, and for the good of all of us who are proud to call New Jersey home.
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