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Melissa Velez-Morales

From: Masser, Michelle

Sent: Friday, March 18, 2016 8:50 AM

To: Harris, Laura

Cce: Melissa Velez-Morales; Gouveia, Susan

Subject: FW: Rockaway River Watershed Cabinet Resolution opposing the proposed Pilgrim Pipeline
Attachments: RRWC Pilgrim Pipeline Resolution.pdf

Correspondence

Michelle Masser
Township Clerk

Mount Olive Township
PO Box 450 '
204 Flanders Drakestown Road

Budd Lake, NJ 07828
clerk@mtolivetwp. org

973-691-0900 X7291

From: Marion, Christine [mailto:cmarion@co.morris.nj.us]

Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2016 4:57 PM

To: 'CAmelio@Morristwp.com' <CAmelio@Morristwp.com>; 'tatkinson@montvillenj.org' <tatkinson@montvillenj.org>;
'clerk@rockawaytownship.org' <clerk@rockawaytownship.org>; 'clerk@denvillenj.org' <clerk@denvillenj.org>;
'recollins@chestertownship.org' <rcollins@chestertownship.org>; 'ldesantis@mtarlingtonboro.com’
<ldesantis@mtarlingtonboro.com>; 'ndigregorio@wtmorris.net' <ndigregorio@wtmorris.net>; 'ceckert@netcong.org’'
<ceckert@netcong.org>; 'vegan@chesterboro.org' <vegan@chesterboro.org>; 'gevangelista@whartonnj.com'
<gevangelista@whartonnj.com>; ‘gardensvg@optonline.net’ <gardensvg@optonline.net>; 'cfox@mtnlakes.org’'
<cfox@mtnlakes.org>; Igiorgio@Hanovertownship.com' <Jgiorgio@Hanovertownship.com>; 'k-
harris@townofmorristown.org' <k-harris@townofmorristown.org>; 'lharvin@jeffersontownship.net'
<lharvin@jeffersontownship.net>; 'kiuele@kinnelonboro.org' <kiuele@kinnelonboro.org>; 'Clerk@RiverdaleNJ.gov'
<Clerk@RiverdaleNJ.gov>; ‘'mkaye@mendhamnj.org' <mkaye@mendhamnj.org>; 'clerk@chathamborough.org’
<clerk@chathamborough.org>; 'glaconte@chathamtownship.org' <glaconte@chathamtownship.org>;
TwpClerk@Randolphnj.org' <TwpClerk@Randolphnj.org>; 'clerk@minehill.com’ <clerk@minehiil.com>;
‘kmadin@parsippany.net' <kmadin@parsippany.net>; 'townshipclerk@peqtwp.org' <townshipclerk@peqgtwp.org>;
'paulam@easthanovertownship.com' <paulam@easthanovertownship.com>; Masser, Michelle
<clerkmichelle@mtolivetwp.org>; 'Gmckane@hardingnj.org' <Gmckane@hardingnj.org>; ‘clerk@butlerborough.com’
<clerk@butlerborough.com>; '‘townclerk@boonton.org' <townclerk@boonton.org>; 'OsborneE@rosenet.org’
<OsborneE@rosenet.org>; 'municipalclerk@longhilinj.gov' <municipalclerk@longhilinj.gov>; 'rheada@roxburynj.us’
<rheada@roxburynj.us>; 'boroughclerk@rockawayborough.org' <boroughclerk@rockawayborough.org>;
‘bshepard@boontontownship.com’ <bshepard@boontontownship.com>; 'cindis@bolp.org' <cindis@bolp.org>;
'juhrin@morrisplainsboro.org' <juhrin@morrisplainsboro.org>; 'mverga@dover.nj.us' <mverga@dover.nj.us>;
'swilliams@florhamparkboro.net’ <swilliams@florhamparkboro.net>; 'mzichelli@mendhamtownship.org’'
<mzichelli@mendhamtownship.org>

Subject: Rockaway River Watershed Cabinet Resolution opposing the proposed Pilgrim Pipeline

Dear Municipal Clerk,



Attached is a copy of a resolution adopted by the Rockaway River Watershed Cabinet in opposition to the proposed
Pilgrim Pipeline. Please share with your Mayor and Governing Body.

Thank you

Christine Marion, Secretary
Rockaway River Watershed Cabinet

Planning Director

Morris County Department of Planning & Public Works
Division of Planning & Preservation

PO Box 900

30 Schuyler PL., 4th fl.

Morristown, NJ 07963-0900

tel. 973-829-8148

fax 973-326-9025

www.morrisplanning.org




ROCKAWAY RIVER WATERSHED CABINET
RESOLUTION
TO OPPOSE THE PILGRIM PIPELINE

WHEREAS, Pilgrim Pipeline Company (“Pilgrim”) is proposing to build a new bi-
directional pipeline though the Rockaway River Watershed that would transport crude oil and
refined petroleum products between Albany, New York and Linden, New Jersey; and

WHEREAS, the pipeline will carry oil extracted from North Dakota’s Bakken shale
through the process of hydraulic fracturing, or fracking, an extreme method of oil and gas
extraction that depletes and despoils clean water resources, creates toxic air emissions and
radioactive waste, and contributes to the climate change crisis by releasing large quantities of
methane gas into the atmosphere; and

WHEREAS, In February the Wall Street Journal compared oil from 86 locations around
the world and found Bakken crude oil to be the most explosive; and

WHEREAS, the Rockaway River Watershed Cabinet (Cabinet) is concerned about the
hazard the project may create due to the nature and volume of the highly flammable oil flowing
through the pipeline, and its proposed route, which crosses through several communities in the
watershed. These communities will be in the “impact radius” should an explosion and or spill
occur; and

WHEREAS, according to Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility, the
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Administration (PHMSA) only has 135 inspectors to oversee
2.6 million miles of pipeline, and only a fifth of that pipeline system has been inspected by
PHMSA or its state partners since 2006; and

WHEREAS, the potential for a pipeline explosion could harm hundreds of people, we
express grave concerns about this project negatively affecting the health, safety, and welfare of
residents and businesses within the watershed: and

WHEREAS, the Rockaway River Watershed is located entirely within the New Jersey
Highlands Region, created in 2004 by the New Jersey legislature with the passage of the New
Jersey Highlands Water Protection and Planning Act to protect against the depletion of water
quality and quantity as the region provides drinking water to 5.4 million state residents; and

WHEREAS, many watershed residents and businesses depend on ground water and
public community water systems for water supply, and continued protection of these resources is
of critical concern to the Cabinet; and

WHEREAS, the proposed route of the Pilgrim Pipeline would cross the wellhead
protection areas of East Hanover and Montville Townships, the Rockaway and Highlands Sole
Source Aquifers, and the Jersey City major water supply transmission line in Parsippany-Troy
Hills Township; and




WHEREAS, protection of the water supplies and resources within the Rockaway River

Watershed is better accomplished by prevention of contamination and environmental
degradation, rather than attempting to clean up contamination and restoring degraded
environments after the fact; and

WHEREAS, location of such a pipeline through a portion of the Rockaway River

Watershed poses a risk to the natural resources and water supplies, which the Cabinet is seeking
to protect.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Rockaway River Watershed Cabinet

as follows:

1.

The Cabinet opposes the proposed Pilgrim Pipeline.

2. The Cabinet calls for a moratorium on any and all planning, proposal, surveying, or

construction of the Pilgrim pipeline through the Rockaway River Watershed.

Because this project will traverse and negatively impact numerous significant natural
areas and the resources of the Watershed and the Highlands Region, the Cabinet requests
a full Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to assess the myriad environmental
consequences of the proposed project.

Certified copies of this resolution shall be forwarded to the following:

New Jersey Governor Chris Christie

Congressman Rodney Frelinghuysen

Congressman Leonard Lance

Senate President Stephen M. Sweeney

Assembly Speaker Vincent Prieto

New Jersey Legislative Representatives within the Rockaway River Watershed
Municipalities within the Rockaway River Watershed

New Jersey Highlands Council

New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection

I bereby certify the above to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Rockaway River Watershed
Cabinet at a regular meeting held June 17, 2015.

Ohigtir 4. 7y,

Christine Marion, Secretary
Rockaway River Watershed Cabinet



