Cr
Melissa Velez-Morales .

From: Masser, Michelle

Sent: Friday, September 30, 2016 2:58 PM

To: Harris, Laura

Cc: Melissa Velez-Morales

Subject: FW: NJDEP Press Release - DEP fo Fund Reduction of Submerged Tree Stumps in
Greenwood Lake

Attachments: Greenwood Lake Stump Removal -- P91.pdf

Correspondence

Michelle Masser
Township Clerk

Mount Olive Township
PO Box 450

204 Flanders Drakestown Road

Budd Lake, NJ 07828
clerk@mtolivetwp. org

973-691-0900 X7291

From: Rogers, Joseph [mailto:Joseph.Rogers@dep.nj.gov] On Behalf Of Pflugh, Kerry

Sent: Friday, September 30, 2016 1:23 PM

To: Pflugh, Kerry <Kerry.Pflugh@dep.nj.gov>

Subject: NJDEP Press Release - DEP to Fund Reduction of Submerged Tree Stumps in Greenwood Lake

Dear Municipal Clerk:

Please see that attached NJDEP Press Release concerning the removal of stumps from the Greenwood Lake

If you have any questions, please contact me directly.
Regards,

Kerry Kirk Pflugh

Director

Office of Local Government Assistance

New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
401 E. State Street

P.O. Box 402

Trenton, NJ 08625-0402

Office: 609-633-7700

Cell — 609-575-3806

email: kerry.pflugh@dep.nj.gov

www.nj.gov/dep/




NOTE: This E-mail is protected by the Electronic Communications Privacy Act, 18 U.5.C. Sections 2510-2521.
This E-Mail and its contents may be Privileged & Confidential due to the Attorney -Client Privilege, Attorney
Work Product, Deliberative Process or under the New Jersey Open Public Records Act. If you are not the
intended recipient of this e-mail, please notify the sender, delete it and do not read, act upon, print,
disclose, copy, retain or redistribute it.



IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Caryn Shinske (609) 984-1795
September 29, 2016 Lawrence Hajna  (609) 984-1795
www.nj.gov/dep Bob Considine (609) 292-2994

DEP TO FUND REDUCTION OF SUBMERGED TREE STUMPS FROM
GREENWOOD LAKE IN PASSAIC COUNTY
REQUIRED LAKE DRAWDOWN FOR PROJECT TO BEGIN IN MID-OCTOBER

(16/P91) TRENTON — The Department of Environmental Protection has agreed to fund a tree
stump reduction project on the New Jersey side of Greenwood Lake that will reduce boating
hazards and enhance public safety on the popular waterway, Commissioner Bob Martin
announced today.

The project is being done in cooperation with the Greenwood Lake Commission, a bi-state
agency responsible for protecting the resources of the lake and its watershed. As part of its lake
management program, the Commission does a lake drawdown approximately every five years to
allow property owners an opportunity to repair docks and bulkheads.

During the drawdown scheduled to begin October 16, the Commission will undertake a project
to reduce tree stumps that present a hazard to boaters because the stumps are submerged when
the lake is at normal water levels. The lake will start to refill by February 15, 2017. DEP is
providing up to $84,350 for the project.

“Keeping Greenwood Lake navigable and safe from potential hazards is an important project for
the many people in New Jersey and New York State who travel this scenic waterway, which also
is a critical water resource for the northern region of the state,” Commissioner Martin said. “Our
cooperative effort with the Greenwood Lake Commission for this work will help ensure that the
public can enjoy the lake for many years to come.”

“l am grateful for the cooperation that the state Department of Environmental Protection, the
Greenwood Lake Commission, and our legislative office had on this important issue,” said State
Senator Joseph Pennacchio, whose district includes Greenwood Lake. “Reducing these
potentially dangerous tree stumps shows the level of commitment that our state has in keeping its
people and property out of harm’s way.”

Approximately 1,000 stumps are to be reduced in size to lake bed level in the channel area
between Sportsman Marina and Fox Island, resulting in a water depth increase of between two
and three feet, according to Paul Zarrillo, Co-Chairman of the Greenwood Lake Commission.



“On behalf of the Greenwood Lake Commission, I want to take this opportunity to thank
Commissioner Martin and his staff at the DEP for their support in this cooperative stump
reduction project during the upcoming drawdown on Greenwood Lake,” Zarrillo said. “The
reduction of these stumps will increase the water level in this area but most importantly, it
reduces the hazards to swimmers and boaters, which has been a major safety issue to the
Commission for years. I would also like to thank Senator Pennacchio and the West Milford
Council and Mayor for their persistent efforts that helped this cooperative effort come to fruition
receive this funding.”

“The State funding for this stump reduction project contributes to the proper maintenance of
Greenwood Lake, a jewel of West Milford for its recreational and economic benefit and the
supplier of the daily water needs of over 3 million residents and thousands of businesses,” said
Assemblyman Jay Webber, whose district includes Greenwood Lake. “This project is especially
timely, with the upcoming lake drawdown giving the best opportunity for efficient and effective
stump removal in the lake. All of us who advocate for Greenwood Lake appreciate
Commissioner Martin’s recognition of the environmental, recreational and economic value of
this important Garden State resource.”

Greenwood Lake is an approximate nine-mile waterway that straddles the borders of New Jersey
and New York State, in the Skylands Region. The lake, a popular tourist destination for water
sports and recreation, extends from West Milford in Passaic County, between Abraham S. Hewitt
State Forest and the Wanaque Wildlife Management Area, north to New York’s Sterling Forest
and the Village of Greenwood Lake.

Numerous stumps remained on the New Jersey side of the lake after trees were cut down to
enlarge the lake in 1836 for recreational purposes. The lake was also extended that year with the
creation of a dam at Ringwood State Park, which supplied water to the Morris and Essex Canal,
then used by Pennsylvania coal barges.

In 2000, the Governors and Legislatures of New Jersey and New York enacted legislation to
create the Greenwood Lake Commission to protect the quality of the environment by preserving
its natural and scenic resources. In 2005, a $100,000 DEP grant funded reduction of more than
2,000 submerged tree stumps during a lake drawdown on the New Jersey side to help improve
boating safety.

For more information about the Greenwood Lake Commission, visit www.gwlc.org/
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