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Gouveia, Susan

e S S S A
From: Masser, Michelle
Sent: Thursday, October 15, 2015 1:17 PM
To: Harris, Laura
Cc: Gouveia, Susan
Subject: FW: DEP Release: DEP's Division of Fish and Wildlife Reminds Motorists to be Alert for
Deer as Fall Rutting Season Begins
Attachments: Deer Mating Season -- P90.pdf
CORRESPONDENCE

PO Box 450

204 Flanders Drakestown Road
Budd Lake, NJ 07828
clerk@mtolivetwp. org

From: Fenderson-Singh, Nateshea [mailto:Nateshea.Fenderson-Singh@dep.nj.gov] On Behalf Of Randazzo, Cindy

Sent: Thursday, October 15, 2015 1:13 PM

To: Randazzo, Cindy <Cindy.Randazzo@dep.nj.gov>

Cc: Rogers, Joseph <loseph.Rogers@dep.nj.gov>; Fenderson-Singh, Nateshea <Nateshea.Fenderson-Singh@dep.nj.gov>
Subject: DEP Release: DEP's Division of Fish and Wildlife Reminds Motorists to be Alert for Deer as Fall Rutting Season
Begins

Dear Municipal Official:

Please see below or the attached the NJDEP Press Release regarding Deer Mating Season.
Best,

Cindy W. Randazzo

Director

Office of Local Government Assistance

New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
401 E. State Street

P.O. Box 402

Trenton, NJ 08625-0402

Office: 609-633-7700

Cell - 609-575-3806

email: cindy.randazzo@dep.state.nj.us

www.nj.gov/dep/




NOTE: This E-mail is protected by the Electronic Communications Privacy Act, 18
U.S.C. Sections 2510-2521. This E-Mail and its contents may be Privileged &
Confidential due to the Attorney -Client Privilege, Attorney Work Product, Deliberative
Process or under the New Jersey Open Public Records Act. If you are not the intended
recipient of this e-mail, please notify the sender, delete it and do not read, act upon,
print, disclose, copy, retain or redistribute it.

IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Lawrence Hajna  (609) 984-1795
October 15, 2015 Bob Considine (609) 292-2994
Caryn Shinske (609) 984-1795

DEP’S DIVISION OF FISH AND WILDLIFE REMINDS MOTORISTS TO BE ALERT FOR DEER AS
FALL RUTTING SEASON BEGINS

(15/P90) TRENTON - The Department of Environmental Protection’s Division of Fish and Wildlife reminds
motorists to be alert for white-tailed deer with the arrival of the fall breeding season, a time of year when deer
may unexpectedly dart onto roads and cause accidents.

Motorists are urged to be especially attentive during morning and evening commutes when visibility may be
poor. Deer are involved in thousands of collisions in New Jersey every year, with as many as half coming
during the fall mating season, known as the rutting season. An adult male deer can weigh 150 pounds or more.

“At this time of year, deer can suddenly run onto any type of roadway,
from busy highways to country roads,” said Division of Fish and Wildlife
Director David Chanda. “A moment of inattentiveness behind the wheel
at the wrong time can lead to serious consequences.”

During rutting season, deer are most active in the very early morning
hours and around sunset, when visibility conditions can be very difficult.
This is when bucks are most actively pursuing does. Exercising caution
will become even more important when daylight saving time ends Nov. 1,
causing commutes to align with periods when deer are most active.

Low levels of light and sun glare can make it very difficult to see deer that are about to cross the road.
Moreover, multiple deer may cross the road at any given moment, usually in a single file.

The peak mating season for deer in New Jersey runs from late October, throughout November, and into mid-
December in all regions of the state, beginning earliest in northern regions.

Motorists are encouraged to alert the Department of Transportation of dead deer they find along the state
highway system. DOT has made it easy and convenient for residents to do so online at
http://www.nj.gov/transportation/commuter/potholeform.shtm




Municipal and county governments are responsible for removal of dead deer from roads they maintain.
The following tips are offered to help motorists stay safe:

o If you spot a deer, slow down and pay attention to possible sudden movement. If the deer doesn’t
move, don’t go around it. Wait for the deer to pass and the road is clear.

e Pay attention to “Deer Crossing” signs. Slow down when traveling through areas known to have a
high concentration of deer so you will have ample time to stop if necessary.

e If you are traveling after dark, use high beams when there is no oncoming traffic. High beams will be
reflected by the eyes of deer on or near roads. If you see one deer, be on guard: others may be in the
area. Deer typically move in family groups at this time of year and cross roads single-file.

e Don’t tailgate. Remember: the driver in front of you might have to stop suddenly to avoid hitting a
deer.

e Always wear a seatbelt, as required by law. Drive at a safe and sensible speed, taking into account
weather, available lighting, traffic, curves and other road conditions.

e Ifacollision appears inevitable, do not swerve to avoid impact. The deer may counter-maneuver
suddenly. Brake appropriately, but stay in your lane. Collisions are more likely to become fatal when
a driver swerves to avoid a deer and instead collides with oncoming traffic or a fixed structure along
the road.

e Report any deer-vehicle collision to a local law enforcement agency immediately.

¢ Obey the state’s hands-free device law or, better yet, avoid any distractions by refraining from using
cellular devices while driving.

As aresult of New Jersey’s proactive deer management policies, the estimated population of deer in New
Jersey, derived from a formula based on deer harvested in hunting seasons, is about 111,000, down from
204,000 in 1995.

This does not factor in deer inhabiting areas where hunting is not permitted. The DEP’s Community Based Deer
Management Program is available to help municipalities control deer in areas where sport hunting is not a
viable management tool.

For more information about white-tailed deer in New Jersey, visit: http://www.njfishandwildlife.com/deer htm

For more information on the Community Based Deer Management Program, visit:

http://www.njfishandwildlife.com/cbdmp.htm
HiH#
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season, a time of year when deer may unexpectedly dart onto roads and cause accidents.
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inattentiveness behind the wheel at the wrong time can lead to serious consequences.”

During rutting season, deer are most active in the very
early morning hours and around sunset, when visibility
conditions can be very difficult. This is when bucks are
most actively pursuing does. Exercising caution will
become even more important when daylight saving time
ends Nov. 1, causing commutes to align with periods when
deer are most active.

Low levels of light and sun glare can make it very difficult
to see deer that are about to cross the road. Moreover,
multiple deer may cross the road at any given moment,
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Municipal and county governments are responsible for removal of dead deer from roads they
maintain.

The following tips are offered to help motorists stay safe:

e If you spot a deer, slow down and pay attention to possible sudden movement. If the
deer doesn’t move, don’t go around it. Wait for the deer to pass and the road is clear.

e Pay attention to “Deer Crossing” signs. Slow down when traveling through areas
known to have a high concentration of deer so you will have ample time to stop if
necessary.

e If'you are traveling after dark, use high beams when there is no oncoming traffic. High
beams will be reflected by the eyes of deer on or near roads. If you see one deer, be on
guard: others may be in the area. Deer typically move in family groups at this time of
year and cross roads single-file.

e Don’t tailgate. Remember: the driver in front of you might have to stop suddenly to
avoid hitting a deer.

e Always wear a seatbelt, as required by law. Drive at a safe and sensible speed, taking
into account weather, available lighting, traffic, curves and other road conditions.

e [fa collision appears inevitable, do not swerve to avoid impact. The deer may counter-
maneuver suddenly. Brake appropriately, but stay in your lane. Collisions are more
likely to become fatal when a driver swerves to avoid a deer and instead collides with
oncoming traffic or a fixed structure along the road.

e Report any deer-vehicle collision to a local law enforcement agency immediately.

e Obey the state’s hands-free device law or, better yet, avoid any distractions by
refraining from using cellular devices while driving.

As a result of New Jersey’s proactive deer management policies, the estimated population of
deer in New Jersey, derived from a formula based on deer harvested in hunting seasons, is about
111,000, down from 204,000 in 1995.

This does not factor in deer inhabiting areas where hunting is not permitted. The DEP’s
Community Based Deer Management Program is available to help municipalities control deer in
areas where sport hunting is not a viable management tool.

For more information about white-tailed deer in New Jersey, visit:
http://www.njfishandwildlife.com/deer.htm

For more information on the Community Based Deer Management Program, visit:

http://www.nifishandwildlife.com/cbdmp.htm
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