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From: Lashway, Lisa
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To: Canning, Sean
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Correspondence

Michelle Masser
Deputy Clerk

973-691-0900 Ext. 7291
FAX 973-691-2080

PO Box 450

Budd Lake, NJ 07828

From: Randazzo, Cindy [mailto:Cindy.Randazzo@dep.state.nj.us]

Sent: Monday, February 24, 2014 2:52 PM

To: Randazzo, Cindy

Cc: Rogers, Joseph; Curtis, Gabrielle

Subject: NJDEP Press Release - CHRISTIE ADMINISTRATION TAKES ACTION TO PROTECT WATER AND WASTEWATER SYSTEMS AGAINST DISASTERS LIKE
SANDY

Dear Municipal Official:
Please see the attached NIDEP Press Release concerning the protection of water and wastewater systems against disasters.

If you have any questions, please contact me directly.
Sincerely,

Cindy W. Randazzo
Director



Office of Local Government Assistance

New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
401 E. State Street

P.O. Box 402

Trenton, NJj 08625-0402

Office: 609-633-7700

Cell -~ 609-575-3806

email: cindy.randazzo@dep.state.nj.us

www.ni.gov/dep/

NOTE: This E-mail is protected by the Electronic Communications Privacy Act, 18 U.S.C. Sections 2510-2521. This E-Mail and its contents may be Privileged &
Confidential due to the Attorney -Client Privilege, Attorney Work Product, Deliberative Process or under the New Jersey Open Public Records Act. If you are
not the intended recipient of this e-mail, please notify the sender, delete it and do not read, act upon, print, disclose, copy, retain or redistribute it.



IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Lawrence Hajna (609) 984-1795
Feb. 24, 2014 Lawrence Ragonese (609) 292-2994
Bob Considine (609) 984-1795

~ Recovery After Sandy

CHRISTIE ADMINISTRATION TAKES ACTION TO PROTECT WATER AND
WASTEWATER SYSTEMS AGAINST DISASTERS LIKE SANDY

82.95 MILLION LOAN FOR LAKE COMO SEWAGE PUMP STATION IS THE FIRST
AWARDED IN PROGRAM THAT PROVIDES BRIDGE LOANS IN ANTICIPATION OF
FEDERAL AID

(14/P12) TRENTON - The New Jersey Environmental Infrastructure Trust (NJEIT), working in
partnership with the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), has closed on its first-ever
disaster-emergency bridge loan, a $2.95 million package that will pay for the replacement and
relocation of a sewage pumping station at Monmouth County’s Lake Como that was damaged by
Superstorm Sandy, DEP Commissioner Bob Martin announced today.

The Christie Administration has developed the Statewide Assistance Infrastructure Loan (SAIL)
Program to provide operators of water treatment and wastewater infrastructure with low-interest,
short-term bridge loans in anticipation of federal disaster aid, allowing work on these critical
projects to move forward. This is the first time the state has created a program that provides
money to local communities up front to expedite work prior to the release of federal government
grant funds.

Teams from the DEP and the NJEIT, which is an independent state financing authority, are
working in cooperation with personnel from the South Monmouth Regional Sewerage Authority
(SMRSA) to replace and relocate the sewer pump station at Lake Como.

“Sandy severely strained our water and sewer infrastructure, causing serious disruptions to these
critical services across the state,” Commissioner Martin said. “The SAIL program gives
operators of this infrastructure the financial tool they need to continue implementing recovery
measures and to take steps to make these plants stronger and more resilient.”



Sandy caused an estimated $2.6 billion in damage to wastewater and water treatment
infrastructure across the state. The storm damaged or knocked out power to more than 400 water
systems, 70 of which are considered larger scale community systems. It also had impacts on 94
wastewater treatment plants.

The DEP is targeting other federal funding sources and leveraging state dollars to address the
state’s estimated $2.6 billion in unmet water and wastewater infrastructure needs. The state is
combining federal Environmental Protection Agency and state dollars to create a $1 billion fund
for water infrastructure loans and grants that will help rebuild and harden facilities such as those
run by the Passaic Valley Sewerage Authority and Middlesex County Utilities Authority, as well
as other water supply and wastewater agencies that were hit hard by Sandy.

The DEP and NJEIT are currently reviewing applications for short-term and long-term financing
for a host of projects from other communities that include waterproofing of pumps and electrical
equipment, installation of flood protection barriers and emergency generators, and studies to
assess measures to prevent damage from floods and other disasters.

Last August, Governor Christie signed S-2815 establishing the Natural Disaster Relief
Emergency Loan Financing Program, which the NJEIT developed as the SAIL program. While
set up as a result of Sandy, the program will provide a permanent source of emergency funding
for water or wastewater utilities within the state that are impacted by future disasters.

The SAIL program is being funded initially by NJEIT’s program funds, plus money from prior
loan repayments under the state’s successful and ongoing infrastructure improvement program.
As demand for the SAIL Program expands, the NJEIT will leverage commercial and private
sources of funding to meet additional demand.

NJEIT Executive Director David Zimmer described the program as a very effective means by
which municipalities will be able to manage their finances in the wake of a natural disaster.

“The SAIL program broadens the mission of the NJEIT in helping directly protect our
communities and the environment from the impacts of disasters on water and wastewater
infrastructure,” Zimmer said. “The Environmental Infrastructure Trust looks forward to doing its
part in restoring New Jersey and protecting our water resources.”

Since 1985, the DEP and NJEIT have worked to implement the New Jersey Environmental
Infrastructure Financing Program. The program has financed more than 1,000 wastewater,
drinking water, storm water and other water quality improvement projects totaling 6 billion
through a combination of zero- and low-interest loans at one-quarter to one-half the market rate.

Through its attractive financing programs, the program has saved New Jersey residents $2.3
billion in financing costs while protecting the environment, creating jobs and stimulating the
economy.



For more information on SAIL, the New Jersey Environmental Infrastructure Trust and its
financing program, visit: www.njeit.org

To read the legislation, visit: http:/www.njleg.state.nj.us/2012/Bills/S3000/2815 R1.PDF




