Masser, Michelle

From: Lashway, Lisa

Sent: Tuesday, January 29, 2013 12:57 PM
To: Canning, Sean; Masser, Michelle
Subject: FW: A-1196 Workers Comp

Lisa Lashway

Mt. Olive Twp. Clerk
973-691-0900 Ext. 7291
FAX 973-691-2080

PO Box 450

Budd Lake, NJ 07828

From: NJLM to Municipal Officials [mailto:njim-clerks@cityconnections.com]
Sent: Tuesday, January 29, 2013 12:19 PM

To: Lashway, Lisa

Subject: A-1196 Workers Comp

To view an online version of this email, click here.

January 29, 2013

Re: A-1196 Amended on the Assembly Floor

Dear Mayor:

The League opposes A-1196 (Stender, Egan, O’'Donnell) , which creates a




rebuttable presumption of workers’ compensation coverage for any death or
disability , because of its potential to raise costs for municipalities. The bill
was scheduled for an Assembly vote yesterday but was amended instead on
the floor and can again be scheduled at an upcoming Assembly voting
session.

If adopted, this bill will prove to be very expensive for municipalities and
other levels of government. The Municipal Excess Liability Fund’s actuary
estimated that this legislation could easily double municipal workers’
compensations per year.

While we agree that public safety employees and volunteers, including
police officers, firefighters and members of ambulance squads should be
adequately compensated, New Jersey's current law is already one of the
broadest in the country. A-1196, as written will make it almost impossible to
contest claims that have nothing to do with injuries and illnesses caused on-
the-job.

For example, under this bill any current or former public safety employee,
career or volunteer, with five years experience who is diagnosed with cancer
is eligible for workers’ compensation. This bill places the burden of proof on
the municipality, county or state to show that the cancer was not caused by
an on-the-job exposure. As a practical matter, this is almost impossible.

Finally, the Legislature has a duty to complete a fiscal impact study before
proceeding with this legislation and this hasn't been done. There is more
than sufficient scientific evidence to project the number of cases and the
costs.

This legislation as currently written will cost the taxpayers hundreds of
millions each year for claims that have no connection to in-service
exposures.

See the Sample Resolution opposing this legislation below

We urge you to adopt the attached resolution, forward copies to your local
Assembly representatives, Senator and League. In addition, please contact

your Assembly delegation and let them know you oppose this legislation.

For more, please see our Dear Mavyor letter of January 25. Please direct

2




any questions or concerns to Staff Attorney Matthew Weng at
mweng@njslom.com or fax at 609-695-5156.

Very truly yours,

William G. Dressel, Jr.

Executive Director

RESOLUTION OPPOSING A-1196

WHEREAS, Public safety employees and volunteers should be adequately
compensated for on-duty accidents and ilinesses; and

WHEREAS, New Jersey's current Workers’ Compensation law is already
one of the broadest in the country; and

WHEREAS, A-1196, as currently drafted, will make it almost impossible to
contest claims from injuries and ilinesses caused off-the-job; and

WHEREAS, this bill places the burden of proof on governmental employers
to establish that an injury or iliness, such as cancer, heart attack or hyper
tension did not occur on the job; and

WHEREAS, the actuary for the Municipal Excess Liability Joint Insurance
Fund (MEL) has estimated that A-1196 could easily double municipal
Workers’ Compensation expense of $400 million per year; and

WHEREAS, the MEL and the League of Municipalities have offered to sit
down with the supporters of this legislation to develop less expensive ways




of improving the compensation to first responders;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of (insert
name of municipality) urge the legislature to reject A-1196 and urges the
supporters of this legislation to work with the MEL and the League of
Municipalities to develop less expensive ways to improve compensation to
first responders; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Municipal Clerk is hereby directed to
send certified copies of this resolution to Senate President Sweeney,
Assembly Speaker Oliver, their Assembly representatives and Senator,
Governor Christie and the League of Municipalities.

*If you would like to be removed from receiving faxed advisories
please contact Shirley Cade at scade@nijslom.com or 609-695-3481
ext. 114 with the name of your municipality and fax number. Thank
you.

Please be advised that the information you receive is not legal

advice. You must consult your town attorney to make sure that any of
the material you receive is in accordance with current state law and
your particular facts and situation.

Please be advised that the New Jersey State League of Municipalities
is subject to the New Jersey Open Public Records Act. As such, any
email sent or received by the League may be subject to a records
request.
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